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Alpine Club Notes

Office Bearers and Committee for 1985

President
Vice Presidents

Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
Committee: Elective Members

ACG Co-opted Members

Honorary Librarian
Honorary Archivist
Honorary Keeper of the

Club's Pictures
Honorary Editor of the

Club's Journal
Assistant Editors

Editor's Assistants

Honorary Guidebooks Editor
Chairman of the House Committee
Assistant Honorary Secretaries

Annual Winter Dinner
Candidates
Lectures
Meets

Trustees

Honorary Solicitor
Auditors

The Lord Chorley
Colonel H. R. A. Streather
Lady Evans
S. W. Town
R. A. Coatsworth
A. D. S. Bankes
Captain J. Barry
A. N. Husbands
J. P. O'B. Ledeboer
D. J. Lovatt
W. G. Lowe
Coloner]. D. C. Peacock
Mrs. P. M. Roberts
Professor E. H. Sondheimer
G. W. Templemal)
A. J. Saunders
S. Venables
R. Lawford
V. S. Risoe, MBE

Dr. C. B. M. Warren, FRCP

J. M. Fairley
P. M. R. Bartlett
G. W. Templeman
W. L. Robinson
F. Solari, ISO
Professor E. H. Sondheimer
Captain J. Barry
R. Lawford

Mrs. P. D. Larsen
A. N. Husbands
J. S. Cleare
M. Pinney
M. Bennett
A. Blackshaw
J. G. R. Harding
S. N. Beare
A. J. Dowler
R. M. Morgan
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General Meetings ofthe Alpine Club 1984
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17 January

14 February
13 March

10 April
15 May
18 September
16 October
13 November
30 November

Meets 1984

27-29 January
10-11 March

25-27 May
20 July-3 August
4-18 August
18 August-
2 September

28 -30 September

Dr. Eugene Gippenreiter, "1982 Soviet Everest
South-West Face Expedition"
Hamish Brown, "One Man's Mountains"
Norman Croucher, Climbing in the Alps, Andes and the
Himalaya on two artificial legs.
G. Gadsby, "Norway: Land of the Mid-night Sun"
John Barry, on a winter ascent of Mt. Deborah, Alaska
Derek Fordham, "To the Place of the Graves"
John Harding, "The Mountains ofIslam"
Kev Reynolds, "A Walk in the Clouds"
Andre Roch, on recollections of alpine climbs

Lake District, FRCC hut, Brackenclose, Wasdale.
North Wales, in conjunction with Symposium on
"Lightweight Expeditions to the Greater Ranges" at
Plas y Brenin.
Peak District, Oread Club's Heathy Lea hut.
Joint ACjCC Family meet at Bosigran, Cornwall.
Joint ACjCCjABMSAC Zermatt valley.

AC/ABMSAC, Saas Fee. ABMSAC 75th anniversary
celebration.
Patterdale, informal dinner at the Prince of Wales Hotel,
Grasmere. Talk by Chris Bonington: "A year's climbing".
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Alpine Club Library
It seems timely, as I am about to hand on the Chair to Michael Westmacott, to
review briefly the state of the Library after 14 years ofwork by the charitable trust
that was set up to take responsibility for its management, to raise funds for the
employment of a professional Librarian, to prepare and publish a new Catalogue
(the previous one being in 1899), and generally to enhance the services provided
by the Library. The circumstances leading to all this were reported in AJ 82 255
and will not be repeated here, but the state of the Library had so deteriorated over
the years that a major effort was needed to put it in order.

Now, thanks to the devoted work of many but particularly by our Hon.
Librarian, Bob Lawford, and our Librarian, Mrs. Johnson, the Library is in
much better condition. A new Catalogue covering a major part of the collection
has been published (and has sold round the world), and the Library is giving good
service to members and non-members alike. Needless to say, the work goes on.
Much more material remains to be catalogued along with the continuous stream
of new material arriving in the Library, and further catalogues must be
published. Gaps in the collection need filling. Older books must be repaired,
preventive maintenance is required by many more. Further work is required to

improve storage conditions and protection of the collections, and the daily service
to readers has to continue.

The management structure set up 14 years ago and representative ofthe Club,
the BMC and the RGS has served the Library well, steering and providing the
means for all this activity. Of the founding Members of the Library Council, only
Bob Lawford "and Elliott Viney now remain, joined by Peter Bicknell, Louis
Baume and Michael Westmacott nominated by the Alpine Club, Michael Dowler
by the BMC and David Wileman by the RGS. Others have retired to respond to
other calls, some have, sadly, died in harness. It would be invidious to mention a
few and tedious to list all, but all have given of their individual talents and it has
been a privilege and a pleasure to have presided over them. All deserve the
grateful thanks of the Club for their unstinted service. I must, however, mention
John Llywelyn Jones, our Treasurer - he kept our funds from the outset and
(dare I say?) like gamekeeper turned poacher has been adept at extracting the
maximum from the tax benefits conferred by our charitable status. Only now has
he passed on the task to our new Treasurer, Michael Dowler.

Although an immense amount has been achieved by voluntary effort at
minimal cost (particularly by our Hon Librarian who, among so many other
things, has wrought major improvements in storage conditions in the basement),
rehabilitation of the Library has involved substantial expenditure and its further
development and maintenance will depend on a regular income and occasional
capital outlays. From the outset fund-raising has been a major concern and the
Library has greatly benefited from other charities, major donations by a few
individuals, grants and covenanted donations by the Club and some of its
members. But many external sources have dried up in the last few years and the
Library will be more dependent on Club members for support in the future. I can
only hope that my successor will be able to count on that support to continue the
development ofthe Library and the service it provides.

Douglas Busk
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It may not be generally known and it will not be gathered from the foregoing, that
by far the major part of the funds raised by the Library over the past 14 years has
come from the sustained and tireless pursuit by Sir Douglas Busk of many likely
and unlikely sources. The Club is greatly in his debt, not only for having presided
over the Library Council almost from the beginning, but even more for the skill
and persistence he has shown in pursuing the sources of the Library's funds and
for his own personal generosity.

Frank Solari

Errata
The following errors have been found.
A] 87 95: Mr. Terris Moore writes that he was not one of the surveyors in the
1932 survey of Minya Konka. In a letter from the Department of Defense,
Washington, forwarded by Mr. Moore, the Defense Mapping Agency states that
Chart H II is being corrected to show that the highest elevation within quadrangle
29° to 300 N and 101° to 102°E located at 29° 35'46"N: 101° 52'46"E (Minya
Konka) is 24,790ft (7556m). The mountain at 29° 38'30"N: 101° 5S'45"E with an
elevation of 22,820ft (6956m) is Mount Sunyatseno.
A] 89186: Mr. Adams Carter writes that Phola Gangchhen (Molamemqing)
was climbed in 1982 by a New Zealand party as follows:
14 May B. Farmer, R. Price
16 May W. Anderson, R. McLeod
20 May G. Gabites, B. Clark, P. Chapman, A. Charlton.
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